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MR. ALBERT RIVERA DÍAZ 
President – Ciudadanos - Partido de la Ciudadanía 
C/ Balmes, 191. 08006, Barcelona. Spain. 
C/ Alcalá, 256. 28027, Madrid. Spain. 
madrid@ciudadanos-cs.org 

Oslo; Monday 21st of March 2016 

Dear Albert, 

Many years ago –if we take into account how old am I– I wrote my first open letter, trying to 
copy what I read in a newspaper. I wrote it “to the Congress of Deputies”, then-leaded by José 
Bono. I was so lucky that someone in charge in La Nueva España [regional newspaper] decided 
it was worthy and they published it some days after. With all my surprise and joy –and all my 
mother’s surprise, or maybe not– I founded some months after in my home’s post-box a 
Resolution of the Standing Committee of Citizens’ Petitions. Thus I was informed by the 
Committee that, once they got my «request», they decided to «inform the Honourable Speakers 
of the Parliamentary Groups» about my «petition to take measures against the political crisis 
in the country due to the lack of true political leaders». 

I have always thought that it was a poor summary of all the feeling I had put while writing my 
letter, and I have asked myself many times in this years if actually someone gave my full 
hopeless plea to the Honourable Speakers, or just that line and a half. In my letter to the 
Congress seven years ago I wrote to Their Honours that «what this country needs, more 
urgently every day, is leaders: leaders who take politics back to the honourable place it 
deserves»; that «Spain needs politicians who can cease being politicians to become the leaders 
who can restore the hope we have lost»; and that «never, ever forget that You are gifted with a 
seat in Congress to represent thousands or hundreds of thousands who every four years trust 
you while introducing your ballot in the box». Certainly, I had not that much benevolence with 
them… On that letter I also confessed that «it is writing a 16-years-old student who dreams 
with, some day, become one of those 350 gifted men and women who can vote for the future of 
Spain». 

Along these years I have been doing politics on my own way. Besides serve in a political party 
during some time –something, as well as I do not regret, I am also not proud of– I have spent 
my time representing my colleagues first in my high school in Asturias and later in the Faculty 
of Political Sciences in the Complutense University of Madrid. Even now, as an Erasmus student 
in Oslo, I am kind of a representative. I have always understood it as a service. A job that should 
be done with as much dedication and effectiveness as possible; and always having in mind, 
never forgetting, that the best existence of the equals, the common good, was the goal. I think 
it is simple: to make easier the other’s lives as far as it would depend on me or my work. I do 
not know if it is a ‘standard’ vision of life, but it is the one I was learnt and I have no willing of 
give it away. 

My dreams had not changed since I wrote that lines charged with hope, but my life and my 
convictions had. I had grown as a person and, especially, I learnt a lot from lots of people better 
than me. I have never missed the chance of a coffee with someone thinking the same as I think, 
as well as I have never wasted the opportunity of sharing a beer with those who think different 
than me; those are, by the way, a majority. I talk about politics with almost every single person 
who I have more than two words with. I try to understand reasons. Sometimes I had adopted 
them as mine, after acknowledging that mines were worse. 
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During so many time I have been thinking that I would never find, in the country I love and for 
which I am willing to give my best, a political space where I could feel truly comfortable. Not 
even during the time I was serving in Foro Asturias, with all that hope that we achieved to 
gather around a new party, I was fully convinced about that party as my place.  Once I withdrew, 
consternated because of the sad way on which we let that beautiful venture fall, and disgusted 
with some decisions of the leadership, I got back to that feeling of abandonment which, I think 
because I know, has been present in so many Spaniards during so much time. That feeling of 
not being represented properly but by ourselves. 

Politics is a human activity which cannot be understood in isolation. Because of what it is, and 
because of what it means, it cannot be made nobly without direct contact with the equals. By 
losing this essential and basic concept is how the last half dozen of our Prime Ministers have 
ended; and with them, a lot of people who, I do not doubt that, with all their good willing started 
a political career serving the equals and ended it by serving the personal interest or the mere 
conservation of power, in the best of the cases, or serving the pure and selfish personal wealth, 
in the worse. I realized through the years that politics does not start in Parliaments or City 
Halls. It starts winning a student representative elections. It starts with you serving your 
equals, some of them appreciating your work and some of them not doing so. And by doing it 
for free or even paying a personal price. That one is the best beginning of a career of service. 

But as well as no one can govern to himself without perverting democracy, no one can change 
all that must be changed alone. I have a fried who have recriminated me lots of times my 
attitude, in the last years, of just participate in University politics and complain about the rest. 
Just writing in my blog, as he said once, being «the official chronicler of the miseries of the 
nation». He was not mistaken. 

You can make politics or you can let others do it for you, as you have said many times. And I do 
not want others to do it for me anymore. That is why, after giving you my confidence in the 
most important general election in Spain’s recent History and ascertained with satisfaction that 
you have not betrayed it, I want now to go further and join the party you are leading. That is 
why I have signed the affiliation to Ciudadanos. 

I do want to take part in a common venture which can fix all the mistakes of the past which we 
all allowed; because we cannot expect the problems to be solved if we do not take part on the 
solutions.  

I do want to take part of the solutions to the three main and urgent problems of nowadays 
Spain. Three problems which compel without any doubts the future of us all: the education, the 
political crisis and the territorial crisis in Catalonia. 

I am a University student and I have suffered, as hundreds of classmates, the consequences of 
the successive botched jobs made by successive Governments from both colours, the last 
fifteen years. The infamous adaptation of the Bologna Process, whose main benefits the 
Spanish Universities have been deprived of, has turned the Faculties and Departments in 
bureaucratic mountains unable to confront their two main goals: producing and spreading 
knowledge. The political instrumentalization of some of the most important Universities in the 
country, moreover, has led to the fading of a centennial prestige. Without a University of 
Excellency –not «of quality»; of Excellency– we will never be able to solve most of the structural 
problems of our country. Of course, either with a primary and high school where, in the century 
of the satellites, the pupils are still learning by heart rivers and lakes instead of learning how 
to speak in public and in English, competences which they will absolutely need in the future. 
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The political crisis was close to destroy the whole system. The practices of the two main parties 
throughout thirty-five years of power, with painful impunity of their corrupted members, have 
finally awakened the anger of the citizens. We cannot forget that both parties have won 
elections being already known the democratic fraud they were perpetrating. But it seems clear 
now that those practices are not valid anymore. It cannot be considered as normal that a Prime 
Minister supports a confessed corrupted former politician; it cannot be considered as normal, 
never again, that a Cabinet has the enough sloth to simply decide to escape the parliamentary 
control, kidnapping the very principle of our democracy; it cannot be allowed that, on the eyes 
of the Law, a political party could get benefits from political corruption without consequences. 

I feel Catalonia as a part of what my country is. I firmly believe that my rights with the Catalans 
and their land –as well as my duties, which also exist– cannot be taken away without my 
participation. It is selfish to think that Catalonia, its language, its culture, its History, only 
belong to the Catalan people. I am proud of sharing Asturias with the rest of Spain because 
there is no better way of enjoying wealth that sharing it. I am from Asturias and that is my way 
of being a Spaniard; and I do not think that someone should be in a better position than the 
others because I believe in equality. Catalonia must be granted the opportunity of finding the 
right way to belong to Spain, with the rest of Autonomous Communities. That is why I believe 
in a reform of the Constitution, voted by all the Spanish people because all the Spanish people 
–including the Catalans– voted it massively in 1978; and then, let’s find a fair system which 
satisfy us all and which could be voted affirmatively by the overwhelming majority of the 
Catalan people. But nothing can be achieved now or ever, by staying passive or by breaking the 
rule of law, which is the only thing that can secure our freedom. 

The political parties are not –or should not be– monoliths. Dogmas of faith should not exist, as 
well as fidelity oaths to the leader –even worse to a leader who has not been elected 
democratically–. A political party is a venture shared by many people who want to build a 
better country, and leave to their sons a better place than the one they received. In that sense 
my generation has some hard work. But not because of that are we going to give up. 

Trusting that I will not regret this letter, as I did regret others before; and with the great hope 
that always arise when you take a new path, I wish you all the best and all the best luck. Many 
times, «an open hand is the most radical and eloquent discourse we can offer. It is not easy, but 
it is the best we have», one great friend wrote me once.  

Your success, President, is from today also mine. 

 

 

mailto:jaimepaino@gmail.com

